
BBC BREAKING BOUNDARIES IN K-12 CLASSROOMS: FOSTERING
GENDER INCLUSION IN STEM TEACHING

DISSEMINATION EVENT

A highlight of the dissemination seminar was the series of keynote talks delivered by
international experts. Each speaker brought unique perspectives on fostering gender
inclusion and equity in STEM education, offering both theoretical insights and practical
strategies. Together, the talks inspired participants to reflect on their own practices and
consider new approaches to building more inclusive learning environments.
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On 26-27 August, 2025  Kiel University hosted a dissemination seminar for the Erasmus+
project “Breaking Boundaries in K-12 Classrooms: Fostering Gender Inclusion in STEM
Teaching (BBC)”. The event brought together educators, researchers, and stakeholders
from across Europe and beyond to explore strategies for building more inclusive STEM
classrooms.

KEYNOTE TALKS: SHARING KNOWLEDGE AND INSPIRATION

Alicia Takaoka, Erasmus University, Netherlands 
“Community Inclusion in STEAM Project

Development: Best Practices and Lessons Learned” 

Alicia  highlighted the role of digital humanities
and cultural memory in fostering inclusive learning
environments, showcasing community-driven
projects from Hawai’i and beyond. Drawing on
design science and participatory methods, she
shared practical strategies for engaging students
and communities in meaningful STEAM learning,
reminding participants that the process of
collaboration and reflection is as valuable as the
final product.
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Tina Vrieler, Uppsala University, Sweden
“Advancing Social Justice in the STEM Classroom.”

Tina’s  talk emphasized that inclusive STEM
education is not only a matter of access but also
of equity, participation, and empowerment. She
traced the historical development of inclusive
education and introduced frameworks for
addressing barriers, sharing power with students,
and fostering supportive, culturally responsive
learning environments. By rethinking classroom
practices—from making rules explicit to involving
parents—Dr. Vrieler showed how STEM education
can become a driver of democracy, innovation,
and societal change

Dr. Hatice T.  Bora, Başkent University, Turkiye  
“Teachers as Changemakers: Leading the Way in

Gender-Inclusive STEM”

Teachers, Dr. Turan Bora  argued, are crucial
agents of change who can foster belonging,
fairness, and inclusivity through their attitudes,
language, and practices. By building professional
learning communities, raising awareness of
gender equality, and strengthening teacher self-
efficacy, schools can transform their cultures to
become more inclusive and equitable learning
environments








